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SART Meeting School Assessment Review Team
Alta Sierra Intermediate and Buchanan High School


Wednesday, May 11, 2022 9:00-10:30AM


Minutes 1. Welcome & Introductions
Mrs. Carter called the meeting to order
a. Introductions - Mrs. Carter, Mr. Hemaidan, Mrs. teNyenhuis, Ms. Mennucci, Mrs. Torres, BarbaraSue Weaver, Joshua Weaver, Peggy Duncan, Kristi Moon, Jennifer Pressuti, Erika Metzler, Mamta Pavihar Saini. Online participants: Karen Bak, Layne Kirk, Norma Martinez, Myles Williams, and Vivek Prabhu.

b. Review March SART Minutes - Mrs. Carter asked for those in-person to read and approve the minutes. BarbaraSue Weaver asked that her name be corrected on the March minutes. No other changes were made.


2. Student Report
a. Alta Sierra - SBAC testing ongoing; Held last dance of the school year on 5/5 with 250 students more than the first dance and students very much enjoyed it; Mental Health Awareness Week was held during the first week of May with activities each day at lunch; Spring athletics season finished and badminton is halfway through their season, ASI has won CIAAL League Supremacy; Celebrated Teacher Appreciation Week last week and have honored administrative assistants and health office; ASI’s musical “Alice in Wonderland Jr.” begins tonight and runs through Saturday, May 14th and tickets are $6 for students, $8 for adults; Congratulations to History Day Coordinator Debbie Hodge and her students who participated in the History Day State Competition including Marco Feng who is a state champion and his paper is moving onto the National Competition in June.
b. Buchanan - Bear Nation is showing appreciation to various staff groups this month; Bus Driver Appreciation Day was honored with bagels for bus drivers; Celebrated Teacher Appreciation Week; 8 students from the Culinary Arts Program participated in the Cook Around the World Competition at Disney World; National Honor Society Induction Ceremony was held on 5/2 where 29 students were inducted with a total of 33 NHS members in the Class of 2022; Prom was held on 5/7 and over 900 tickets were sold; Mr. Pearce and Videography program students won four Student EMMY Awards this year; the Bear News Network won the Crystal Pillar Award of Excellence for Newscast, making it the 4th EMMY in 6 years for BNN and the first time the program won in consecutive years; BHS was recognized by the Academy 10 times this year for videography program’s efforts; Acknowledging Mental Health Awareness Month this month by sharing more about resources and activities to learn more; AP testing has been taking place this week, 400+ students are taking 800+ tests this week.


3. Spotlight on Student Success: Culinary Arts Students – Cook Around the World Competition a. Honored to participate, were able to hone leadership skills and communication with the
team.
b. 164 students total in the Culinary Arts Program; 67 were enrolled in the 2-year program. The top eight students in the two-year program were given the opportunity to attend.
c. Mrs. Torres: Ability to work with celebrity chefs; the event was held at Epcot Center and was set up like a world-class cooking competition; every team was presented with a secret basket prior to the competition; 564 students were participating from across the country; teams were assigned a country and were tasked with researching dishes and recreating them with
what was in the baskets; Had 1.5 hours to create an entree and appetizer; Needed to create 18 plates; judged on plating and taste; students were able to interact with other teams and learn about their dishes. This is the second year that they were able to attend. Looking to attend this competition every other year, and then a more local competition during off years. Students work hard all year to raise the funds to be able to attend these competitions.


4. Counseling Report
a. Alta Sierra – Mrs. Mennucci - Completed registration in March, finishing with visits to 6th grade classrooms. In-person registration was very successful, we were able to answer many questions as students were submitting their course requests. Schedules will be available the week before school begins; specific date to be determined. Parent/guardian “orientation” meetings will be held at the start of the year to familiarize families with ASI. Mental Health Awareness Week during the first week of May was a success. Many students participated in different activities like an on-campus support scavenger hunt, a wellness fair in the library that taught students about coping skills, and games led by ASI Peer Counselors.
b. Buchanan – Mr. Hemaidan- Seniors have 8 days of school left, counselors are working diligently with seniors to ensure that they are walking; Senior Surveys are being sent out to students to receive feedback; Seniors need to ensure that they have arranged for their transcripts to be sent to the college/university they have committed to, if they need to check please contact Mrs. Leach in the front office; Counselors have been proctoring AP testing over the last two weeks; Counselors are in the midst of scheduling courses for next year, students can still make changes to their course requests but must know that not all courses are available; Students who signed up for honors/AP courses will need to check BHS website for summer assignments; Summer school will be held at ASI this year, and students/families enrolled in summer school will learn about teachers and more details in the coming weeks; Finals week for non-seniors will be held the last week of school, students must know that they cannot take finals early, and if they need to make them up they will need to do so in the fall. First graduation practice is May 24th.
c. Questions: Where will special education summer school be held? Answer will be sent. What about students who are on a college waitlist and need transcripts over the summer? Transcripts can be requested online over the summer. How are TAs used in AP classes? TAs typically don’t do grading, especially on a subjective test. If there is grading occurring, it may be related to work completion or grading with a key. If there is a concern in a specific class, please contact the teacher and Learning Director.


5. SART Topics:

a. Buchanan Foundation – Kristi Moon & Peggy Duncan

i. Foundation is like a PTC for both ASI and BHS. Joined together a few years ago. The main fundraising event is the Bear Bash which is held every October at the Clovis Rodeo Grounds. A silent auction, live auction, and local desserts are sold. Parent volunteers are helpful for set-up, clean-up, and at the Clovis Rodeo. This year, the Foundation is giving out $7600 in scholarships for seniors. The Foundation also supports Athletics and Academic Teams, in addition to classroom teacher grants. This year, the Foundation is helping with Sober Grad. The other main fundraiser is the ongoing Foundation Drive to encourage membership. Last year, the Foundation purchased the Student Store. The Foundation would love parent volunteers to assist with running the store alongside the students after school on Thursdays and Fridays. The Foundation also supports teachers and staff throughout the year with treats like pies at Thanksgiving. All money goes back to the schools and the students. The Foundation collaborates with the Transition Program to provide them with the ability to attend events like Sober Grad and Prom; assists with Matt Mueller Blood Drive; supports Military Signing Day
ii. Next meeting is Wednesday, May 18th at 11:30 in BHS 853. If you cannot attend the meetings, please reach out to the Foundation officers or the school, and we will connect you so that you are able to become involved.
iii. Sober Grad: Meeting at 6 p.m. Thursday, May 12th in BHS room 853 if you are interested in assisting with the event. In great need of parents of 9th through 11th grade parents to assist with set-up of the event which will occur during graduation.


b. SART Parent Survey Feedback
i. One parent mentioned the confusion regarding multiple surveys with having students at each school site.
ii. ASI - 144 comments were made regarding areas of improvement. Quotes from comments are listed, but names are not attached. Mrs. Carter encouraged those making comments to reach out to the administration, she is always willing to listen and have productive conversations.
1. Question: Was this related to the WASC visit? Similar comments. Mrs. Carter said this was a separate survey, but validated those comments made were similar.
iii. BHS - 191 comments were made regarding areas of improvement. 183 comments were made in “likes.”
1. Question: Will teachers who are leaving the CTE Engineering Pathway be replaced? Yes, well-qualified candidates have been hired since Mr. Ludwig and Mr. Samarin notified administration early in the year. Denise Jameson will be APES teacher. Michelle Reed from Kastner will be the CTE Engineering teacher. She has her Engineering degree, and she completed 1000 hours with an Engineering firm this year to move to this position.


c. CLASSI III Rubric – Aim I: Parents & Community
i. Mrs. Carter reviewed rubric with parents/guardians. Explained that SART is one of the many committees that parents/guardians can be involved with. Goal is to solicit feedback today and create an action plan based on feedback.
ii. First rubric item: One parent stated that she’s aware of all meetings but has not been aware of IDAC meetings. Mr. Hemaidan shared that both IDAC meetings have been held at night this year, both in the fall and spring. Mrs. Carter shared that IDAC meetings are an area of improvement regarding attendance. Mrs. teNyenhuis shared that all minutes are available online on BHS and ASI websites. Mr. Hemaidan shared that at the fall IDAC meeting that focused on vaping was only attended by a few parents both in-person and online.
iii. Second item: Evaluating rubric at this meeting.
iv. Third item: Erika Metzler attends the district IDAC meetings. Appreciates ongoing communication and shared that she would rank that area at 3.
v. Fourth item: More parents are getting involved as the year has gone on. Another parent shared that she is seeing new faces at events/meetings. Plenty of opportunities available to become involved in. Another parent who joined virtually echoed the need for improvement regarding parent participation across cultures, groups on campus, etc.
vi. Fifth item: Mrs. Carter affirmed that agendas and minutes for all meetings are readily available.


6. Multimedia Building Tour
a. Opportunity was given to virtual participants for any last questions or comments before disconnecting for the tour.
b. The new building will house the Videography and Photography programs at BHS. c. The building will be complete next year, and tours can be requested.

